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the Viceroy would never listen to him or look at his in-
structions, because in them the King commanded him that
if no clause in them bore upon a particular state of affairs, A.D.

"in that case he was to do as would be most advantageous 1508-
to his interest; and if he was not pleased with his coming
to India without the King's orders, how could he, on his
part, be pleased with the Viceroy's stay in India and
unwillingness to deliver up to him the government of it,
not caring to follow his orders and instructions ? As for
the letter he had forwarded to him through Tristao da
Cunha, it was to hand, as well as another, wherein he gave
him an account of the flight of his captains, begging him
to send back ships and men and other captains ; wherein,
.also, he gave him an account of the state in which he
then was ; to this one never yet had he seen any reply,
nor had he assisted him, as he was obliged to do by virtue
of his position as Captain-General of the Indies ; but, on
the contrary, he had seen his (the Viceroy's) letters to the
King and Coje Atar, making use of very dishonourable ex-
pressions respecting his own person, holding his -labours
as of little value, extolling the actions of the captains, and
stating his good reception of them.

The third charge made against Affonso de Albuquerque
was that he had blockaded Ormuz, and prohibited all com-
munications during the period protected by the safeguard
which he had himself agreed upon, and Coje Atar had sent
the document to demonstrate this fact to him, but he
would not return it to him again. To this Affonso de
Albuquerque replied that it was true that during this
protected period he had surrounded the island of Ormuz,
and not permitted anyone to enter or leave the place, for he

- was obliged to do so for the safety of his own men and his
fleet, and to remain there waiting for the succour and aid
of the King Dom Manoel, for in the letters which he had
found in Ormuz, on his return from Socotra, directed
to Coje Atar, he had indeed perceived how much help he
was likely to give him. Gaspar Rodriguez, the inter-